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CLAYTON
Science shows that environmentman'a surroundings-his dwellingsnnd locality exerts a marked influence
upon his life and· character. Crime
nnd disease are moat common among
that class of people whose environment and conditions of living are bad.
This is not surprising when we consider that man spends at least onethird of his time at home, and if the
conditions of his home are bad his life
from childhood will be predestined to
crime and disease.
Bad housing, ill ventilated rooms,
unsanitary conditions affect health insidiously by slowly undermining the
vitality and thus rendering the individual susceptible to diseases, which
nre ever-present in these surroundings. Bad hoUsing and Jiving conditions affect the public health more

:~~~r:;io~~!n~e:~~· ra~n~~n::~::dhi~;
rectly by these conditions of a majority of her people.
Crowded houses, a family of seven
persons often living in one room, and
crowded streets of the city are fertile
soil in which to bring the seeds of
crime to maturity. They · warp all
life and endanger the v~ry endurance
of our civilization.
Investigators
have found men, woni~n .anCi children
living in the same rooms. The maintenance of a high standard of personal decency under these conditions is

~~e~o~~~fty i~pth8:!b/~~er~~ea~Jafh~~~~
in exists a serious menace to any city.
The decrease of productive energy,
the debasement of standards of citizenship, and the degeneracy of race
a re consequences of such tremendous
import that one's mind staggers in
attempting to estimate their farreaching results. A city cannot prosper and a high civilization cannot be
created where a large proportion of
a population is struggling in a very
detrimental environment.
The housing of its people is the
norm by which a city's progress is
judged. European cities have long
ago recognized this und solved the
problem of housing their inhabitants.
England, in the midst of a. war, saw
fit to abolish the slums, and American
cities whicb are forging ahead are
dealing w'ith this great economic
problem in a satisfactory manner.
We must not let petty interests and
personal greed hinder us in this work.
The war has broadened our view and
s howed us the necessity of a healthy
people for the safety of our country.
Now, let us solve this problem which
is the enemy of physical development.
The building code under which our
(Continued on page 4, column 1.)
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KIEFFER CITED
FRANCE.

IN

Following is an extract from the
General Orders of the Headquarters,
First Division, A. E. F ., Germany,
December 13, 1918.
The Division Commander cites the
following officers and men of this
command for distinguished conduct
in the recent operations between the
Argonne and the Meuse. Following is
the citation :
Private First-class Clayton B.
Kieffer, M.D., 2nd Field Bn., Signal
Corps did excellent first-aid work
with absolute disregard for personal
safety. Voluntarily assisted in laying telephone lines although exposed
to heavY she11 and machine-gun fire.
By command of Major-Gen eral
McGlachlin.
Stephen O. Fugua, Col., General
Staff, Chief of Staff.
Kieffer graduated from Xavier
High in 1914. He was prominent in
athletic circles at Xavier and has
been overseas for some time. He
is now with the Army of Occupation.

GEO. BUDDE HONORED IN
DEATH.
Decorated With Distinguished
ice Cross.

Serv~

Mr. and Mrs. George Budde have
been notifi ed that their son, George
W. Budde, has been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross, posthumously, for extraordinary heroism
in action.
FoUowing are excerpts from letters of two members of the Marine
Corps, telling of the death of their
comrade, George Budde.
January 22, 1919.
Mr. George Budde, 341 W. 4th St.,
Cincinnati, 0.
Dear Sir:
While not the commapdin g officer of the 17th Co. at
thr. present time, I .. was the only
officer with the company the night
your so n was killed.
The particulars briefly stated are
as follows. We had gone over the
top against one of the s trongest positions of th e enemy on Nov. 1st,
and gaining steadily, had been in the
battle that was being fought between
the Argonne Forest and the Meuse
River continually. The afternoon of
.the tenth we had orders to swing to
the right, cross the Meuse River,
which the Boche were strongly defending, and carry the fringe of
hills and woods upon the opposite
bank. The attack took place about
9 :30 in the· evening when, following
a barrage and aided by a dense fog,
we affected a crossing on pontoon
{Continued on page 4, column 1.)

No. 9

I

MEMBER

m•

FACULTY DIES.

Rev. Stephen J. Osdoba Succumbs to
Brief Illness.

The faculty of St. Xaviers sufftired
a serious loss in the death, on Sunday,
February 16, of Rev. Stephen J. Osrloba, S.J. Father Osdoba was a vietim of the dread influenza, with which
he was seized a week earlier. The
following Thursday he was removed
to Seton Hospital, where his case wu;;
almost immediately pronounced to be
very critical. He sank rapidly and
on Sunday, having expressed complete
resignation to God's holy will, passed
. peacefu11y away.
Father Osdoba was born in Silesian,
Poland, on Christmas Day, 1884, and
was brought by his parents · to the
United States whil e still an infant.
The family settled in Mankato, Minn.,
where Father Osdoba's elementary
education was received. After entering the Society of Jesus in 1901, he
followed the usual courses of Novitiate a.ml normal studies at St. StanisJaus Novitiate, Cleveland, whence he
was transferred to Prairie du Chien,
Wis., and later to WoodstoCk, Mary, land, for the study of philosophy. As
, a scholastic, he taught · at St. Louis
University and St. Ignatius· College,
Cleveland, during the five years from
1 1908 to 1913.
His theological studies
were rhade at St. Louis University,
I where he was ordained in June, 1917,
I and· his ' 1third year of probation" at
1 the
former novitiate at Cleveland.
From Cleveland he came to Cincinnati, where, since last September, he
taught first year high at Avondale
Academy. Never of a robust constitution, Father Osdoba was, nevertheless, a hard and painstaking worker,
always cheerful and uncomplaining.
Among s tudents and faculty, he was
known and esteemed for his quiet
good humor, which, it was patent to
all, sprang from the bla'meless life of
the truly religious man. His death
leaves n vac.a ncy .not easy to be flllcd.
May he rest in peace!

One of the members of the class
in "Theory of Education" found ·the'
following extract in Professor Parker's "Methods qf Teaching," "-gargoyles are one feature of the medieval type of architecture which the
University (of Chicago) has adopted;
they are said to have been used in
the Middle Ages as a means of
scaring away demons and warding
off evil influences; the ·scientific spirit that dominates the biological ·laboratories which they adorn, is the"'
antithesis of the medieval supersti·
tious spirit which they represent."
(Page 123.)
The student wrote to the author
asking for his references to prove
that gargoyles were used for these
superstitious purposes.
Professor
Parker, who teaches methods of education in the University of Chicago,
was in Florida at the time; but he
thought that "he had picked up the
explanation of the forms of gargooyles from Robinson's History of
Western Europe." To the library
our student went, secured the works
of Robinson and found three refer. ences in regard to gargoyles; but in
no instance did the Historian agree
: with Professor Parker. "Such grotesque figures as these/' Robinson
writes, 11 nre very common adornments of Gothic buildings. They are
often used for spouts to carry off the
rain and are called gargoyles, that
is throats (compare our words gargle and gurgle)." In referring to ·
the medieval cathedrals he states·
"No inodern buildings equal them i~
beauty and grandeur, and they are
the most striking memorial of the
religious spirit and town pride of
the Middle Ages." (See Robinson's
' Medieval and Modern Times, pp.
216-7).
1
Our investigator then continued
1 his research and in the Art DepartI ment of the Cincinnati Public Library found eleven references to the
use and meaning of gargoyles. Three
of the books consulted · treated of
symbolism in art, but there was no
referen ce to the use of these strange
beings as demon chasers. As the
medieval architects were too artistic
to have unadorned water spouts. :ind
(Continued on page s, column · 1 )

STUDENT DIES.
Announcement was made in the
chapel on Monday, March 3, that Raymond Flanigan, North Bend Road,
Cheviot, 0., a student in First High
A, had succumbed to an attack of influenza, on Sunday, March 2. ·

R. I. P.

\
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Pnbli1hed bl-weeklr, dnrlns the 11chool year,
b,. the 1tudents of St. Xavier College, Cincin-

nati, Ohio,

Entered aa aecond-clau matter November 25,
1912, at the poat office at Cincinnati, Ohio,
under the Act of March S, 1879.
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CINCINNATI'S FOREMOST
CITIZEN.
It is human nature to value but
lightly those things with which we
are familiar and frequently come in
contact. The people of Cincinnati in
this respect are the same 811 others.
We daily see the Tyler-Davidson
Fountain without appreciating its
unique beauty or realizing ita worth
in the world of art. We see our Art
Museum bristling up from the hills
of Eden Park, but how often do we
take it upon ourselves to go and partake of its joys and beauties? On a
Sunday afternoon we wend our way
to one of our city parka, be it Mt.
Echo, Ault or Eden. We bask in the
sunshine and enjoy the association of
our comrades, but we never atop to
consider nature's handiwork and the
panorama unfolded before us. How
many of us have taken ourselves to
one of nature's observatories on our
surrounding hilltops to view the
Queen City of· the West in her hillencircled valley ?
This apathy on our part does not
only apply to objects of interest but
to individuals aa well. We have daily
among us men who command a national interest and yet who are barely known to us. Then there are those
who, though they are of ua, cannot because of circumstances be with us.
Of these there is none who should
be more dearly enshrined in the
hearts of Cincinnatians, none more deserving to be our favored sons, than
the ex-President of the United States,
but who is more dear to us as Jurlr.:e
William Hownl'd Taft.
We believe that ex-President Taft
is considered by most people of the
city apart from the fact that he is a
Cincinnatian. We feel that he is given the honor and respect that he deserves, but we doubt whether the people of Cincinnati have come to realize
what is apparent to people of other
parts of the country-that, second to
our President, Mr. T8ft is the foremost citizen of the United States and
the spokesman of by far the larger
part of the clear-thinking people of
the country.
Ever since the war clouds began to
gather Mr. Taft has been an encouragement and a source of wisdom, not
only to the people of this country but
to the administration as well. He has
always distinguished himself by his
clear thought and his opinions have
been at all times above the dictates of
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party policies. William Howard Taft
has become one of the foremost leaders of the .United States; he is today
the strongest support that the administration has. He is to Woodrow
Wil son what "Fighting Joe" Wheeler
wns to that other wonderful Ohioan,
William McKinley, at the close of the
Spanish War.
Mr. Taft is a great American and
we feel that his public career of service to his country has by no means
ended. AH hail to William Howard
Taft, Cincinnati's foremost citizen!
J.B. H.

A little more rooting along the
sidelines and a larger attendance at
the College and High School games
would go a long way towards winning
more games. Encouragement from a
great number of loyal rooters is always sure to make the team play
harder and flght longer, even in an
uphill fight.
When your teams go to another
city or to another floor to play, accompany them-they need you then,
especially when away from home.
Bring your friends to see them play,
boost the team and incidentally you
will advertise and boost the College.

IV,

B.

SPEAKERS CHOSEN FOR THE
VERKAMP DEBATE.
Those who are to participate in this
year's debate for the Verkamp medal
were chosen by ballot at the regular
weekly meeting of the Philopedian
Debating Society on Friday, February
28th. The result of the voting is as
follows: Debaters, Messrs. Anthony,
'22; Byrne, '20; Goodenough , '20;
Hardig, '20. Mr. Kyte, '21, was chosen as chairman of the debate. The
society design~ted Messrs. Lammeier,
'19, and Meagher, '19, to act as alternates. Those who have heard the
above gentlemen. take part in the dethe Philopedian will not
liber&tionS
need to be assured that the splendid
traditions of past years in this line of
endeavor will be worthily upheld in
the coming contest for the Verkamp
medal. The debate will take place
Friday evening, April 11th, in Memorial Hall. The •ubject to be debated
and the allotment of sides have not
yet been announced.

·or

BACK YOUR TEAM.

HORACE-ODE
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Solvitur Acris Hiema.
Now Winter, harsh and cold,
Has loosed his icy hold
Beneath the gentle influence of
Spring.
The ships, now tired of land,
Dry as their beds of sand,
Stout rollers to their native
waters bring.
Nor men nor beasts in warmth delight,
No longer are the fields by cold
hoar frost made white.
With Dian overhead,
The Nymphs by Venus led,
Holding the comely graces by
the hand.
With alternating feet
And measures ever sweet,
In dances lightly strike the smiling land;
While Vulcan, glowing in the
light,
For the hard and laboring Cyclops
kindles forges bright.
Upon thy glossy hair,
Made sweet with ointments rare,
A wreath of myrtle green and
flowers place;
And in a shady dell
Thy adoration tell
Unto the fawn sprung from a
woodland race.
Then give a Jamb, if he agrees,
Or let it be a goat, if that should
better please.

0, Sestius, while you may,
Put every care away,
For Death at hut and palace
knocks alike.
And with his dreadful night
And won'dring spirits sight,
He even at thy mansion soon
may strike.
And once thou art on Pluto's shore
The master of the feast thou shalt
be never more.
SOPH.

U. OF C. BASKET BALL TOURNAMENT.
The basket ball tournament at the
U. of C. gymnasium has attracted
thirty teams from Ohio, Indiana and
Kentucky. In the game between St.
Xavier and the Seymour (Ind.) quintet the oddest of situations developed.
At the close of the contest the scorers were unable to agree. The game
was then played over and at the close
of the regular time was a tie. Two
extra periods to decide the contest
were required, Seymour winning,
though it was another hard battle, by
the score of 24 to 28. The High
School team has been putting up a
very good game all through the season. Their most noted victory was
over the unbeaten Covington Crescents, Thursday evening, February
27th.
Last season's football team was
the initial step toward the athletic
plane in which St. Xavier belongs.
Indirectly it caused the college
spirit of old St. Xavier to arouse
itself from the dormant condition of
the past few years and bloom again
in the sunshine of college activities.
As long as the season lasted, college spirit was at its highest pitchgridiron battles were fought and
supported with the old-time Hpep,"
bitter rivalries renewed, and St.
Xavier made to resemble somewhat
her former self.
With the passing of the season,
St. Xavier has 0 back-slided" into
that hated lethargic state from which
an unrepresentative basket-ball team
failed to stir it.
Awake, St. Xavier! Arouse yourself! Spring is nigh-that wondrous
season of baseball and spring football practice.
Oh! Here is anothei· chance for
that lovable college spirit to bloom
again.
Sing your battle-cry, St. Xavier,
and sing it loud and Jong! Seek an
outlet for the pent-up energy and
college spirit that is yours!
·
0. J . R.
Amateur Photottrapher8'
Supplies

"THE FIGHTING PARSONS."
To the student in attendance at n
so-called "small college" one of the
advantages is the more or Jess intimate contact with his professors and
instructors. Our own college is no
exception to the rule. We have come
to know intimately and personally
many men who later in life we will
be pleased to recall as our professors.
It is not only acquaintance that is
formed; but we come to have a deep
reverence for these men, who unselfishly aid others in acquiring an education.
It is but natural then that we take
interest and pi:ide in the Jesuit Order
and its traditions. Accordingly it was
with a mingled sense of humor and
pleasure that we read the editorial in
the Cincinnati Enquirer of Friday,
February 21st, entitled "Bewfire the
Fighting Parson." It speaks of the
war record of the French Jesuits. Of
the 760 members of the order who
were connected with the French military organization, ••teas than 16 became chaplains.
The remainder
donned the uniform of the fighting
unit.
"Of the entire number 112 were
killed, 48 wounded and 20 captured by
the Germans, a mortality of 16 per
cent. But that is not all. No less
than 490 of the 628 survivors have
been decorated or cited for distinction in orders, many nations joining in
the awards of insignia of bravery.
Taken as a whole this record is little
short of marvelous. It can be accepted as proving that just as stout hearts
beat under the cassock and the surplice as under the gold-lace uniform
coat .."
The article abounds with
praise for our friends the Jesuits, and
we feel that it is well merited. We
know that had the other members
been called upon, an equally wonderful record would have been made.
Accordingly it was with nothing
less than a quiver of the heart that
we reali'zed that for the past several
years we have been safely hibernating
within the walls of what we thought
was peaceful old St. Xavier, but in
reality have been in constant presence
of corporal affliction and bodily danger at the hands of 0 the Fighting
Parsons"--0ur professors.
J.B. H.

When You Leave College
You will want enough to
•tart in busineu for yourself.
Save durin1 your tchool yean
and you can euily realize
your ambition. Start an account today - we pay 3 %
interest on aavinp.

n. Provident
S.rio11 .... iTru1C..

s..... u4 vi..

KODAKS

and Supplies of Every
Description

6he mrfst aatlafacto~ resulta are obtained with the material purchased from ua. Our quality la hlah.
ur
ct:I fre low.
~e Invite the student& to call on us and have their wanta aupplled Increaae the
re~:,:~ 'Co'~~~~T~V: :M05J~E~y ~:~~,t ~~a~~:.ur finishing. Your filma or' plates can be

y

SIMPKINSON & MILLER, - 433-435 Elm Street

THE
PROFESSOR PARKER WILL
PLEASE APOLOGIZE.
(Continued from page 1, column 4.)
as their taste and sense of propriety
would not admit any sacred images
here, devils and fantastic creations
were pressed into the service of
carrying away the rain water. That's
the whole explanation.
.
However, to further verify his
findings, the investigator wrote to
one whom he had heard of as the
greatest of living authorities on
Gothic architecture, Ralph A. Cram,
of Boston, author of many works on
this very subject. Mr. Cram replied:
11
Jt is absurd to say that gargoyles
were used in the Middle Ages as a
means of scaring away devils and
warding off evil influences. Whoever
wrote that failed to realize that the
people of the Middle Ages were more
intelligent than we are, and that
they would , hardly rely on grotesque
images for the purpose of competing
with demons-"
So much for Professor Parker and
his gargoyles.
Some years ago the learned astronomer, profesaor Barnard, when lecturing on comets at the University
of Chicago, repeated the old fable
that once a Pope of Rome had excommunicated the Haley Comet.
However, when the proper authorities were shown him and he saw his
mistake, he not only apologized, but
promised that he would never make
the statement again.
We ask Professor Parker to apologize and to correct the miatake in
his book.
H.
THE

PHILOPEDIAN

XAVIER

HEADQUARTERS

I.

For Reliitious Articles and
Books

Mrs. R. U. Knot, s lowly and tiresomely, wended her way east on the
busy and ever-thronging Fifth St.,
until she came to Spaldings. She
stopped and gazed longingly in the
window.
II.
Mrs. Knot entered the store and,
after strenuous argument with the
goose-fleshed sales clerk, she made
a purchase a nd departed.
III.
Scene-Home of Mr. and Mrs. R.
U . Knot, and their sleepy son, Will
Knot, just returned from the S. A.
T . C.
1 Time-6 :69 A. M.
All is peace; all is quiet.
1
IV.
'
Scene--Same as before.
Time-7 :00 A. M., same morning.
0
Shriek - Shriek-k-k" - The 1hrill
blast of a whistle rent the morning
air; followed quickly by a loud cry of
11
Everybody outj r-r-right awa-a-y."
Will Knot, the incorrigible and heavy
sleeper suddenly jumped from his
bed and 11fell out" downstairs in two
minutes.
His mother laughingly
showed, him a 1ergeant's whistle.
Uttering angry and unintelligible
words, he went upstairs and back
to bed for two more hours.

I

SOCIETY.

Though the attendance at the
Philopedian Society meeting s is very
large, there are not enough speeches
made from the floor.
Public speaking is an important
subject and should not be pasaed
over lightly. It is indeed an art
which can only be acquired by earnest and thorough practice.
Some people seem to think that
public speaking is reserved to the
legal profeasion. This impreBBion is
entirely wrong. Public speaking is
of value to the business man in this,
that he is able to express himself
clearly in his dealings with others.
It is a great aid in the social
world, a sphere which cannot be
wholly neglected in the present day.
A striking example of the value
of public speaking was broug ht
forth by Uncle Sam in the late war.
In the selection of officers the man
who could express his thoughts
clearly was the one g iven recognition. If the army officials placed a
high value on the ability to clearly
state one's view, surely we ought to
endeavor to acquire the art.
The subjects recently debated were
that the present critic~sm of the Y.
M. C. A. is unwarranted, and that
colonial Home Ruic within the British Empire is a better solution of
the Irish question than coinplete in1lependence.
Just Fourth Year's prayer at twilight:
0
May all regiments of Ohio soldiers
cqme home one by one."
Note-We got off from class for
the parade of the 330th.
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SPECIAL RATE TO
ST. XAVIER STUDENTS
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4
4
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Supply Hotels and Institutiom1

Fresh Butter, Eggs and
Farm Products

0-1

as follows :
Y. M. C. A.
Donnelly, f ...
Gower, f. . . . .
Linneman, c.
McMillan, c . .
Pingle, g. . . . .
Kosofsky, g. .

The C. EBERLE SONS Co.

TIFFANYTONE
PHOTOS

THE HIGH SCHOOL BASKET
BALL TEAM.

Y. M. C. A.
The line-up was
St. X. Hi.
Cain, f ....... 12
Magginni, f . .. 12
Bechtold, c. . . 10
Rolfes, g. . . . . 0
McCarthy, g. . 0

RENT,
BUY or
SELL - See us.

1HE MOUNTEL PRESS

!

During the past few weeks the
High School basket ball team finally
came out of their slump and showed
a decided reversal in form . On Fri·
day, February 14th, the team traveled out to Mt. Healthy and here put
an end to their Jong losin1t streak by
coming out on the long end of a 28-19
score. The feature of the game was
the shooting of Bechtold and Overman and the guard work of Nunner.
A week later the team played Bond
Hill Hi on our own floor and swamped
that team by a 1core of 85-17. With
a crippled line-up, due to the absence
of Irv. Hart, the team journeyed over
to Covington on Tuesday. February
25th, and met defeat at the hands of
that team by a score of 33-1 5. This
particular team seems to have a jinx
on our boys, but we hope to break
this when they come over on our floor
later in the month of March. Then
on the evening of February 27th the
team put up its best game of the
season when it defeated the stl'ong
Y. M. C. A. Crescents from Covington, Ky. , by a score of 34-31. The
game was nip and tuck throughout,
with the High School team generally
a point or two ahead. Towards the
end of the game the Y. M. C. A. team
braced up and seemed to be the winner, but in the last three minutes of
play our team made three goals,
thereby cinching the game. The goal
shooting of Cain and Bechtold featured for the High School team , while
Donnelly was easily the best for the
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THE
GEO. BUDDE HONORED IN
DEATH.
(Continued from page 1, column 2.)
bridges and proceeded to drive the
enemy from the woods. This was
only done after a very determined
effort which occupied the best part
of the night, and it was in the thick
of this fighting, while overcoming a
machine .. gun neat, that your son was
killed, several machine-gun bullets
causing his death instantly.
I have always considered it my
good fortune to have h~d your son
in my platoon from the first day he
joined the company. I was also with
him while he was recuperating at
Base Hospital No. 34 at Nantes. In
my experience there has been no one
who has received or more richly deserved the absolu~e respect, trust
and friendship of his comrades, as
well as the admiration of his officers.
A thorough gentleman, he was always first iri. the performance of his
duty, and his conduct in battle, his
coolness and contempt of personal
danger, was a credit to himself and
to his organization. Higher credit
can be given to no man, nor can
anyone have given his life in a more
splendid cause in any more gaBant
manner.
Very sincerely,
MARSHALL P. MADISON.
Niederbrietbach, Germany,
January 19, 1919.
Mr. and Mrs. George Budde:
I am a Marine in the Fifth Regiment and in the same battalion as
your eon George.
Hi s fri ends that were with him the
night of the tenth of November say
~ha.the was with the 17th ?ompany,
which crossed the Meuse River near
Beaumont on the . Meuse-Argonne
sector in France. After they crossed
th
·
d d
d b t fi
ve
e river an a vance a ou
hundred yard~ they were held up by
enemy machme-gun fire, and your
son went out on a patrol to locate
the g uns. They were ha lted and
your son answered the challenge
with "American." The enemy sentry
shot twice and the machine guns
opened up all around that spot.
Your son was shot, as nearly as I
can find out in the chest and died
. '
'
the .mormng of the eleventh, before
dayli ght. It ~as a bullet. fro!" a revolver or. a . pistol that hit htm. ·.He
was carried back across the river
:::r ~~:ie~a~:t:i~e ~::ihao:s:e~:t:~~

XAVIER

form. Dickens wrote long agQ that
"Reform of the habitations of the
people must precede all other reforms, and without it all other reforms must fail." This remains true
now and should be our guide. Don't
let the greedy, unprincipled tenement
owner rest in security with the
thought " There ain't no law." Let'•
see to it that the tenement diatrict
is cleaned up and then constantly supervised by the city authorities so
that conditions are always compatible
with the laws.

A. I. W.
December 30, 1918,
Engers-am-Rhein, Germany.
Happy New Year! Little bit late,
but "macht nichts aus," as the Germans Hy. I suppose you'd like to
see me in lower Hades just about now
for not writing, but really, Al, I haven't had the chance.
We landed at Brest after a pretty
rough voyage. A short stay there and
then a box-car jaunt of five days took
us to Dun-aur'-Meuae. Passed through
sOnle iOod iooking towns and saw lOts
of France, but I won't forget those
five nights in a cattle car. Saw the
ruins of Verdun and what is left of
the Meuse valley. If the war had accommodated me by .lasting about seven days longer I'd have had a whirl
at it.
From Dun we hiked to Arlan, Bel~ium, where the Germans are said to
have shot down 128 civilians in 1914.
He~e. we caught the division we were
to JOtn. Yo? see we were a . rep]acemei:t battalion .. I was asa1gned to
~~:i~~~~]M::~:~~.e gun company of
Of
th S
d b· · ·
t d
co~rse
e econ
tvisio~ ra e
a p]ace m the army of occ~pat1on and
the only mode of occupation was on
foot. Al, our company, in fact the
division, hiked about 350 · kilometers
before we settled down a bit, which
is considerably farther than from
Cincy to Toledo. And don't forget

HOUSING REFORM.
(Continued from page 1, column 1.)
tenements are regulated is antiquated and the law must be altered to alleviate the terrible conditions of the
tenements of the city. Let us have
an effective, rigorous and workable
law in this regard. This is of more
importance than a new depot for the
.city or any other contemplated re-
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the heavy ~acks. One day, A~, we
made 28 miles over a mountamous
country and p.oor r oads. Up a~ 3:30,
we start~d with some beans m .our
belly, a httle co:ned beef and a piece
of bread for dmner, no supper and
at 10 we turned into the hay in a
German's barn-that, by the way,
was our first night in Germany.
saw some ver y beautiful coun1

we

try before hitting the Rhine and the

:~::t b~~~;e: i:i~~mf::~ a~~e p~~~l:~ :~=~~;~
~~1 :!~~!r;:~. ri;~;h~n~ 0: :~
billeted in what former ly was a war

River, in the Meuse-Argonne sector.
He is buried beside his comra des
who fell in the same battle, and '
whose names will always be honored
by Marines who were there that
night.
.
be~r friends, I extend to you my
deepest sympathy.
His life was
given in a good cause, and not in
vain.
'
Yours respectfu1ly,
CORPORAL WM. J. O'BRIEN.
49th Co., Fifth Marines.

ATHENAEUM

college or military academy. It is
quite a building sitting right on the
Rhine, within thity feet of it. We
can look through the windows and see
the Yankee patrol boats flittin g by
the steamers and barges: Von Hindenburg, Ludendorff and the whole
gang attended this place.
Say, Al, did you see t he November
30th Saturday Evening Post? On the
cover is a Yankee sold1er with a basket of fruit, candy, etc., on his back;
h e's also got a good grip on a bona
fide turkey. Well, I'd surely like to
kick that ar.tist in the pants, that's
all.
Too bad about George Budde. I
came near being assigned to his company. I've heard conflicting stories as
to the details of his death, but I be1ieve this is correct.
He had a squad and was reconnoitering. They were halted in Eng1ish.
George answered and the sentinel

Home Office Buildln11,
Fourth and Broadway

. s 16,000,000

ASSETS
INSURANCE IN FORCE
blazed away and poor George got it.
Surely a tragedy, the whole thing.
There's another Cincy man in our
company, a great friend of Dick Grogan, Jack Schulte. He has a brother,
Ted; you remember him at school?
I've got to · wfite some more wouldbe-billets, Al, now that I have a few
moments; so in conclusion let me s ay
we had a fair Christmas; that Rhine
wine and beer are pretty fair, also
plentiful; that there's no place 1ike
the U . S. A., and last that the cooties
are the most obstreperous cusses I've
ever crossed. The latest dope is that
our division hangs on the job for quite
a while lon ger, probably till about
July. So write.
Au revoir,
GALLAGHER.
OHIO DRY! Can't Hogan do anything about it?
·
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